April 6, 2009
The Honorable [First Name][Last Name]
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Attention: [Staff First & Last Name], Legislative Staff
Dear Representative [Last Name]:

I am writing to encourage you to become a cosponsor of H.R. 1520, the Federal Land Asset Inventory Reform (FLAIR) Act of 2009. Representatives Ron Kind (D-WI) and Rob Bishop (R-UT) introduced the bill on March 16, 2009. Your leadership in cosponsoring this legislation in the House is essential.

Since 1980, the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) has been calling for the development of a multipurpose cadastre, or land registry. In 2007, the NAS renewed this effort and recommended the idea of the FLAIR Act. This is the fourth consecutive Congress (108th, 109th, 110th, 111th) in which the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) placed ‘Managing Federal Real Property’ in its High-Risk Series. GAO reports highlight the lack of a current, accurate inventory of Federal Real Property. On the other hand, the Federal government funds a variety of single-purpose databases. Technology, specifically geographic information systems (GIS), allows stewardship decisions based from one uniform, interoperable database.

The FLAIR Act authorizes the Department of the Interior to develop and manage a single multipurpose, uniform Federal GIS database to track and account for all Federal Real Property. The bill also authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to conduct an “inventory of inventories” to identify all inventory databases, whether efficient or inefficient. The efficient databases will be merged into a single multipurpose cadastre while the inefficient databases are repealed, thus preventing waste and duplication to continue. Once this cadastre is in place, the Federal government will achieve greater accountability, transparency, and efficiency in ‘Managing Federal Real Property.’

Enactment of the FLAIR Act would directly benefit [insert name of state] and our local government agencies as well by helping us identify what each level of government owns and use this data for economic development, homeland security, resource management, infrastructure administration, equitable taxation, and efficiency in government programs.
In closing, I thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my comments regarding this vital piece of Federal legislation and for your dedicated service to the citizens of [insert name of state]. Should your staff or you have any inquiries regarding this issue, please feel free to contact me at my referenced phone number. To cosponsor the FLAIR Act, H.R. 1520, please contact David DeGennaro, Legislative Assistant to Representative Kind, at david.degennaro@mail.house.gov or (202) 225-5506.
Sincerely,

[Your First & Last Name]
[Your  Title]
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